











Owls are great.

But let’s not forget rivers and fish

This article is third in a series on Pacific Rivers
Council’s origins and history. This time we look back at
how water quality, salmon, and other aquatic species
became as important a part of the Northwest Forest
Plan as the northern spotted owl.

The year was 1991. Gordon Reeves and

Jim Sedell were driving in a sedan on I-5
north, through the rain, from Corvallis to
Portland. And during those two hours, Jim
and Gordon laid it out: how to protect water
quality and salmon on Northwest federal
forests.

The timber wars are sometimes referred to
as the spotted owl wars. Northern spotted
owl were declining in the Northwest due to a
loss of large old trees. But no one was talking
about fish, water, or rivers until 1991, when
three scientists published a paper called
Salmon at the Crossroads.

Gordon was holding it in his hands during
that car ride. They had been invited to
present to the Gang of Four - the four men
in charge of drafting a regional plan for
Northwest federal forests that intended to
prevent the spotted owl from going extinct.
The Gang of Four hadn't been talking much,
if at all, about water.

Jim and Gordon presented numerous
reasons why fish should be including in the
Northwest Forest Plan. The Gang of Four
listened politely. And then John Gordon,
one of the Gang of Four, said, “This is going
to change the debate about old growth.”

He was right.

Later, Jim and Gordon, along with Jack
Ward Thomas (another of the Gang of
Four), presented the idea to members of
Congress in a closed-door session.

“It made their heads bounce off the table,
says Gordon. “One staffer said, ‘Woah, we
got fish issues too?”

The Northwest definitely had fish issues.

Congressional members and staffers
chastised Jim, Gordon and Jack, all Forest
Service employees, for not representing
the Forest Service. But the men stayed true

to their message because they knew the
science, and they knew we were right.

The Pacific Rivers Council also knew the
science, and without help from the Council,
Gordon says he and Jim never would have
been invited to meet with the Gang of Four.
“And without that meeting, I don’t think
there would be anything about fish in the
Northwest Forest Plan, and fish stocks
would be much worse off than they are
today,” says Gordon.

So what did Gordon and Jim say to the Gang
of Four during that first fateful meeting?
According to Gordon, they said current
logging practices and levels are wreaking
havoc on aquatic habitat and fish. The
science proves it. And this is what should be
done about it:

1. Identify and protect key watersheds that
are still functional.

2. Protect more riparian areas next to
streams and rivers.

3. Establish a monitoring program to
measure fish populations.

Later they added the idea of doing water-
shed analyses to determine the health of
different watersheds. And all together, these
pillars became the Aquatic Conservation
Strategy of the Northwest Forest Plan. The
Aquatic Conservation Strategy has been
held up as a model worldwide for protecting
aquatic habitat.

People will always differ about how to
manage the woods. But Gordon credits

the Pacific Rivers Council with bringing
aquatic science into the Northwest Forest
Plan. “No one was talking about fish before
then,” he says. Gordon and Jim joined the
Gang of Four, which then became known as
the Gang of Four Plus Two, and watershed
science entered the discussion of how much
wood to cut and where.

Chapter two is just beginning, as the Forest
Service is currently revising the Northwest
Forest Plan — a 100-year plan - after just

20 years. And Pacific Rivers continues

to advocate for maintaining the Aquatic
Conservation Strategy so that the Northwest
can continue to have healthy rivers and
healthy communities.

All photos by Pacific Rivers Council
(Top) Stream ecologist Charley Dewberry

and summer conservation law intern Mike

Sargetakis. (Middle) Kalei Augustine,
Mike Sargetakis, Natalie Bennon, Terry
New, and unknown. (Bottom) John
Kober, Steven Hawley, and Erica Stock

Flyfishers Keith Hansen

Memorial Paddle Raise

The Flyfishers Club of Oregon chose
Pacific Rivers Council for its 2015 fund-
raising event - called the Keith Hansen
Memorial Paddle Raise. We were thrilled
and honored, as Keith Hansen was a former
board member of Pacific Rivers Council
who passed away at age 63 while flyfishing
in British Columbia in 2009. The Flyfishers
raised more than $20,000 to support Pacific
Rivers’ conservation work, particularly our
efforts to monitor salmon populations on
Canton Creek, a tributary of Steamboat
Creek in the North Umpqua watershed.
Thank you, Flyfishers Club of Oregon and
Flyfishers Foundation!
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Thank you to the owners of the Steamboat : P
Inn - Jim Van Loan, Sharon Van Loan, and S8 B e D f}\‘ 4= 0
" Patricia Lee — and to the Inn's excellent staff e W ’ ; '
k for hosting our June 2015 board meeting.
| The Steamboat Inn was built by Frank and -
E Jeanne Moore, but was purchased by the
I Van Loans in 1974. Patricia Lee joined
fvlater as a third owner. All three have been
I generous supporters of the Pacific Rivers
Council, and we greatly appreciate it! If
you haven't been to Steamboat Inn, it is one
of the best restaurants at one of the most
| scenic and peaceful spots in the West.




Updates
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— Icoming new board members:

=~Megan Bailiff and Jon Kur§§

At the June 2015 board meeting, Pacific Rivers
Council welcomed two new board members: Megan |
Bailiff and Jon Kurtz. Read our interview with

Megan. We will interview Jon in the fall newsletter.

Favorite watersheds: Elwha and Siuslaw.

Natalie: What's your background related to environmental advocacy?

Megan: I have worked in environmental advocacy for most of my
career. Ever since my first published scientific research in 1984 as an
undergraduate at Lawrence University, I have been intimately involved
in the work of conserving our planet’s natural environments. I have
been a research oceanographer, U.S. Senate legislative aide, private
sector consultant, university administrator, community leader, fund-
raiser, and non-profit Board member.

N: Why did you join the Pacific Rivers Council board?

M: Although much of my career has been focused on working with
ocean science and policy, my fascination with water and science
began as a young girl exploring the lakes and streams of Wisconsin.
My undergraduate research was in limnology and freshwater ecology,
so the focus on streams and watershed health is a natural fit to my
professional interests. Additionally, I am a homeowner in Oregon and
was a long-time resident of the Pacific Northwest. I lived in the Seattle
area for 11 years and both my daughters were born there. So coming
on to the board of Pacific Rivers Council and being a part of helping
to protect and restore the vital watersheds and streams of the West is
important to me personally.

N: What do you hope to accomplish as a board member?

Pacific Rivers Council appears to be at a critical time in its own
evolution, and I think that my experience in board development and
environmental advocacy could prove beneficial to the organization. It
is my hope to use my experience in board development and organiza-
tion to increase the capacity and function of the board as well as to
become a knowledgeable advocate for Pacific Rivers Council, utilizing
my science and environmental conservation background.

N: Do you have a favorite Northwest river or watershed?

M: I have not gotten to spend much time on the rivers of the NW - so
my answer to this question is all of them. I do have a special affinity for
the Elwha River, because it was me, while working for Friends of the
Earth, and a colleague at the Sierra Club, who started the whole dam
removal effort. This was in 1989, and it finally came down in August
2014, returning the river to recreation and fishing. I am also personally
interested in the Siuslaw River and watershed because my mother lives
in Florence, Oregon and I own a home there. So I guess I have some
favorites after all.
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The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) released their draft plan
for O&C lands - roughly 2.5 million acres of Western Oregon
forest managed under the Oregon and California Railroad Act of
1937. The plan includes four alternatives, but the preferred alterna-
tive is to increase harvest levels in the harvest areas (matrix lands)
and riparian areas.

Pacific Rivers Council and its partners are deeply concerned
about the preferred alternative, which departs significantly from
the highly successful Northwest Forest Plan and its Aquatic
Conservation Strategy.

Most alarming is that BLM proposes to eliminate “Key Watersheds.”
Key Watersheds were established to protect existing high-quality

sources of water and high-quality habitats for fish and other species
that depend on the river itself or the riparian areas next to the river.

Government monitoring reports clearly indicate that the Key
Watersheds were in better condition than other watersheds when
surveyed in both 1994 and 2008. So they are protecting water
quality and wildlife, but BLM is proposing to eliminate them so
they can be logged.

BLM also proposes to increase logging in riparian areas — the
streamside lands where trees provide shade and keep streams cool —
by cutting the protective tree buffers along streams in half.

Pacific Rivers is currently finalizing its analysis of how BLM’s
proposal will impact clean water and healthy rivers. And Pacific
Rivers continues to work with Wyden and his staff in hopes that
Congress can pass Wyden's O&C compromise legislation, which
would maintain the Aquatic Conservation Strategy and better
protect healthy rivers and clean water than the BLM proposal.
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The Montanans for Healthy Rivers coalition has released its draft citizens’
proposal to designate 55 sections of Montana’s rivers and streams, totaling
roughly 700 miles, as Wild and Scenic Rivers. You can see the rivers and
streams proposed for protection at www.healthyriversmt.org/our-proposal.

At that page, you can also add your name as an endorser, make a comment,
and see when the community forums are being held to connect face to

face if you live in or will be visiting Montana. The coalition has held some
meetings already and the feedback has been overwhelmingly positive.
Moreover, Senator Jon Tester strongly supports our proposal.

Montanans for Healthy Rivers is a coalition launched by Pacific
Rivers Council that includes Greater Yellowstone Coalition, American
Whitewater, Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, and American Rivers.



Your employer can help Pacific Rivers Council

The effects of climate change are growing, Nember of # —~

putting stress on the rivers, land, and other R
resources people and wildlife need to thrive. EarthShare

But Oregonians can do more to protect our way ,
of life. Pacific Rivers Counciul has partnered p Oregon

with EarthShare Oregon to make that happen.

EarthShare engages people at their workplaces to strengthen environmental efforts locally,
across Oregon, and around the world.

Pacific Rivers’ membership in EarthShare also enables us to reach employees across Oregon
who might not know about our work. The more workplaces offering EarthShare, the more
financial support, volunteers and outreach we receive!

Does your workplace offer EarthShare? Find out online at http://earthshare-oregon.org/
campaigns/workplace-partners

If not, talk to your boss or human resources personnel about offering EarthShare. Meghan
Humpbhreys from EarthShare Oregon will meet with your employer to discuss the benefits
of a partnership and get started right away.

To learn more about bringing EarthShare to your workplace, contact Meghan directly at
503-223-9015 or meghan@earthshare-oregon.org.
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317 SW Alder Street, Suite 900
Portland, OR 97204
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Thank You

Thank you to our
intern Mike Sargetakis,
who is leaving us in
just a week! Mike is

a student at Lewis

& Clark Law School
who helped us write
comments to the
Bureau of Land
Management's draft
plan for the Oregon & California railroad
lands (O&C lands) - 2.5 million forested
acres across western Oregon. Mike's
favorite watershed: This Utah born and
bred boy favors the Escalante.




